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SUMMARY 
 

Artist, educator, and researcher with extensive planning and leadership experience with non-profit, academic, and arts-
related organizations.  Principle strengths include: 
• Solid background in management, communication, conducting lectures, visual arts, and executing public events. 
• Ability to direct, problem-solve, collaborate, and provide constructive feedback to diverse cultural and age groups. 
• Expertise in research and curriculum development for educators and students. 
• In-depth knowledge of fine and theatrical arts, design, historical and contemporary art, and exhibition development. 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERI ENCE 

 
University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA   
Instructor .  Course: Fabric Resist and Embellishment       2007- Present             
Instru ctor .  Course: Advanced Fibers                                           2005-2006 
Instru ctor .  Course: Experimental Costume Design         2004-2005 
Researched and created an original curriculum, which focused on the exploration of costume, performance, fibers, and 
material studies.  Coursework included: pattern-making and sewing, garment construction, sculptural form, site-specific 
works, dying and painting, installation, and performance.  
• Curated and executed a Wearable Art Show.  Students presented class-made costumes in a self-choreographed 

performance, which heightened interest and led to a 40% increase in desired enrollment. 
• Current Fiber Department program lacked the technical skills necessary for garment construction.  Developed a new 

curriculum to include these skills as part of the costume class and presented it to the Department Heads.  The new 
curriculum was approved and implemented. 

• Lead group discussions and technical demonstrations, conducted insightful lectures, and provided mentorship for 
students’ development of thesis work. 

 
Museum of Arts and Design, New York, NY                                                             2007-Present           2007- Present 
Museum Educator/  Cur ri culum Wri ter 
Researched and created original curriculums for the museum’s ongoing exhibitions and permanent collection. Coursework 
includes: group discussions, as well as art projects intended to introduce key themes and concepts of the exhibition.   
Curriculums have been published and are used to educate museum participants, as well as provide a resource for NYC 
schools. 

 
Center for Architecture, New York, NY         2007 
Teaching Archi tect.  Courses: Fashion and Architecture  
Researched and created an original curriculum, which focused on the exploration of the diverse relationships of 
architecture, clothing, and the body.  Coursework included: design, model-making, modular building, sculpture, site visits, 
& material studies.   

 
Tyler School of Art (Temple University), Philadelphia, PA       2005-06 
Instru ctor .  Course: 3-D Foundation Principles                       
Instru ctor .  Course: Off-Loom Techniques and Fiber Structure         
Researched and created an original curriculum for introductory coursework, which enabled students to develop a solid 
knowledge and technical base.  Skills taught included: Sculptural form, pattern-making and sewing, object-scaling, 
woodworking, clay molding and modeling, casting, carving, installation, constructed surface, and soft sculpture.  
• Provided expert feedback, led group discussions, conducted insightful lectures, and enlightened students to investigate 

new artistic genres. 
 
Ar t Insti tute of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA        2004-2005 
Adjunct Professor.   Course: Textiles and Fabrics.                                
Researched and created an original curriculum for introductory Fashion and Marketing students. Coursework included: 
the study of textiles with an emphasis on fiber classification, yarns, fabric construction, finishes, and color application.  
• Provided expert feedback, led group discussions, conducted insightful lectures, provided expertise for building 

professional portfolios, and exposed students to various organizations affiliated with the textile industry. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERI ENCE 

(continued) 
 
Ar t Insti tute of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA        2004-2005 
Adjunct Professor.   Course: Textiles and Fabrics.                                
Researched and created an original curriculum for introductory Fashion and Marketing students. Coursework included: 
the study of textiles with an emphasis on fiber classification, yarns, fabric construction, finishes, and color application.  
• Provided expert feedback, led group discussions, conducted insightful lectures, provided expertise for building 

professional portfolios, and exposed students to various organizations affiliated with the textile industry. 
 

Philadelphia Museum of Art,  Philadelphia, PA        2005 
Resident Teaching Arti st 
Researched and created an original curriculum for Philadelphia high school students.  Coursework focused on the 
investigation of costumes and textiles inspired by culture and contemporary art.  Skills taught: sculptural form, printing, 
pattern design, and material studies. 
• Juried and selected students’ work for “Art Futures” exhibition and awards ceremony at Philadelphia Museum of Art. 

 
Tsao and McKown Archi tects, New York, NY         2004 
• Designed, fabricated, and installed a permanent public art piece for architectural site, located in Piedmont, California. 
• Worked with architects and contractors to ensure stability of the piece within the landscape. 

 
 

BuckÕs Rock Creati ve and Performing Arts Program, New Milford, CT     2002-2004 
Weaving Program Director   
Organized and facilitated Weaving program at a summer arts organization for 250 youths ages 12-17.  Supervised, 
evaluated, trained, and provided mentorship for 5 staff members.  Planned, organized, and executed 6 field trips for 20 
students.   Developed systems for inventory maintenance and tracking student material purchases, which enabled shop to 
operate at 5% below budget. 
• Instructed students to draft and design patterns for woven structure, weave on a 4-harness loom, knit, crochet, and   

make felt. 
 

San Francisco Arts Education Project, San Francisco, CA       2001-2002 
Ar ti st in Residence                                                      
Under a tight budget, directed and created an original arts curriculum for 12 classes in 3 elementary schools in San 
Francisco, CA.  Orchestrated a community quilt project that involved over 200 students from grades 2-5.   
• Skills taught: life drawing, shading techniques, sewing, appliqué, and color theory.  
• Displayed students’ quilts at “Zeum”, a children’s museum in San Francisco for the exhibition, “Tell Me Your Story”.  

Quilts exhibited at several organizations and schools around the U.S. for one year. 
 
 

SHOWS/ EXHI BITI ONS/ FREELANCE 
 
Upcoming: Exhibitor. Chashama Gallery, New York, NY       2008 
Assos. Artist. “VioLens and Traveling Songs,” Vision Into Ar t, NY, NY     2008 
Costume Designer, Philadelphia International Opera Theater , Philadelphia, PA    2007 
Textile Artist, “Ballet Folklorico” Marti n Izquierdo Studios, New York, NY    2006 
Curator.  “Juxtaposition,” Ethical Society, Philadelphia, PA       2005 
Curator. “Wearable Art Show,” University of the Art s, Philadelphia PA     2005 
Set Designer.  Theatre Ari el, Philadelphia, PA        2005 
Exhibitor.  Tsao and McKown Architects, New York, NY       2004 
Curator.  “Experiments in Costume,Ó University of the Arts, Philadelphia PA     2004 
Exhibitor.  “Mentors and Models,” Rosalie Borowsky Gallery, Philadelphia, PA     2004 
Exhibitor. “Graduate Degree Show,” Cranbrook Academy of Ar t, Bloomfield Hills, MI   2004  
Exhibitor. “Adaptation,” Forum Gallery, Bloomfield Hills, MI      2003 
Exhibitor. “The Next Wave,” Opie Gallery, Kansas City, MO      2003 
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 (continued)  
 
Exhibitor. “Handle with Care,” Forum Gallery, Cranbrook Academy of Ar t, Bloomfield Hills, MI  2003 
Exhibitor. “Film Series,” Forum Gallery, Cranbrook Academy of Art , Bloomfield Hills, MI   2003 
Exhibitor. “Track,” Forum Gallery, Cranbrook Academy of Ar t, Bloomfield Hills, MI    2002 
Wardrobe Assistant. ODC Theatre, San Francisco, CA       2001 
Costumer.  CMC Design, San Francisco, CA         2001 
Puppeteer/ Costumer. Spiral Q Puppet Theatre, Philadelphia, PA       2000 
Costume Designer. Drake Theatre, Philadelphia, PA       1999 
Exhibitor. ÒDown to the Last Thread,Ó Thesis Exhibition, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA 1999 
Costume Designer. Group Motion Theatre, Philadelphia, PA      1999 
Production Fabric Printer/ Apprentice.  Fabri c Work shop and Museum, Philadelphia PA   1999 
Exhibitor. “Pinned,” Lauri e Wagman Gallery , Philadelphia, PA       1998 
Director/ Costume Designer. Lauri e Wagman Gallery, Philadelphia, PA      1998 
Assistant Costume Designer. Convergence Dance Company, Philadelphia, PA    1998 
Assistant Set Designer. “Imagicnation”, Jose Vasquez Productions, Philadelphia, PA    1998 
 
 
         LECTURES/ PUBLI C SPEAKI NG 

 
Philadelphia Museum of Art,  Philadelphia, PA        2005 
West Philadelphia Catholic High School, Philadelphia, PA                         2005  
Tyler School of Art,  Elkins Park, PA                2004 
University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA.          2004 
BuckÕs Rock Creative and Performing Ar ts Program, New Milford, CT    2003-2004
    
            EDUCATI ON 
 
MFA, Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills, MI       2004 
BFA, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA.  Dean’s List.       1999 
 

AWARDS/ HONORS/ PUBLI CATI ONS     
 
Venture Fund Grant, Philadelphia, PA         2007  
Next Wave Award , Opie Gallery, Kansas City, MO       2003 
Merit Scholarship, Cranbrook Art  Academy, Bloomfield Hills, MI     2003                                                                                           
Rosalie Borowsky Belkin Award  in Fiber, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA   1999       
Haystack Award, Deer Isle, ME          1998 
 
November 2007: “Pricked! Extreme Embroidery” & “Cheers!” Teacher Resource Guides: Museum of Arts & Design. 
August 2007: “Con Sogno di una Notte di Mezza Estate…Mancinelli di Orvieto,” Tribunale di Firenze. 
June 2007: “The Tsao Dynasty,” Interior Design Magazine, volume 75: The Naturals.   
• “The Tsao Dynasty” online: http://www.interiordesign.net/id_article/CA6456345/id?text%C3%8Alvin+tsao&stt1 

 
SPECI AL SKI LL S/ COMPUTER EXPERIENCE 

 
MS Office (Word, Excel, Power Point), Photoshop, Point Carre, Illustrator, grant writing, curriculum development, 
manual and digital photography, operation of power tools (band saw, lathe, table saw, jigsaw, drill-press), molding and 
casting, exhibition display, curatorial expertise, sculpture, costuming, and textile arts (fabric printing, weaving, dying/ 
color application). 

  
       PRI VATE COLLECTI ONS 
 
Calvin Tsao Architects, New York, NY 
Rebecca Guber,  Brooklyn, NY 
Steven White, London, UK 
David Oberholtzer , Philadelphia, PA 


